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The aim of this research is to (1) study the types of population with
students’ perception and understanding of the cartoon context of online
newspapers; (2) compare male and female students regarding their students’
perception and understanding of the cartoon context of online newspapers;
and (3) compare students who read online newspapers regularly and those
who read them only occasionally their students’ perception and understanding
of the cartoon context of such newspapers.

The sample group consisted of 222 Matthayom Suksa 4, students in the

first semester of academic year 2005 at Princess Sirindhorn’s College. The
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research tools created by the researcher consisted of a questionnaire and a test.

The statistics used were frequencies, percentages, means, standard

deviation and a t-test.

The results were as follows.

1. In terms of general background information, the results found that
most male and female students accessed the internet through their own
computers at home, 1-2 times a week. They read online newspapers at home
once or twice a week and spent less than thirty minutes reading them. What
they read was different from the content of regular newspapers. The online
newspaper selected most by the students was Thairath, followed by
Dailynews. The context that students read most was the entertainment section,
followed in second place by tourism. With regard to the students’ opinion of
reading online newspapers and their cartoon context, the students were aware
of and understood the cartoon context the most as an educational resource.

This was followed by social and economic reasons respectively.

2. Different genders had different levels of perception and
understanding of the cartoon context of online newspapers. It was found the
perception and understanding of male readers was at a moderate level (56.40),
while that of female readers was at a high level (88.63). Overall, the

perception and understanding of both male and female readers was at a

moderate level (61.84).
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3. Male and female students had different levels of perception and
understanding of the cartoon context of online newspapers, at a statistically
significant level of 0.05.

4. There was no difference with regard to the level of perception and
understanding of the cartoon context on the part of the students who regularly

read the online newspapers and those who didn’t.

This study of the opinions of students regarding reading online
newspapers and the cartoon context of online newspapers found that the
detailed information in captions etc. and the context of the cartoons were in
proportion. The pictures conveyed the meaning in accordance with the
content. The pictures were clear and attracted the attention of the readers. It is
a convenient way to receive information and to follow information on an
ongoing basis, in addition to reducing the expense of buying conventional

newspapers. However, it creates eyestrain and produces stiffness.
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