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The objectives of this research, namely, social network cooperation in
flood prevention in the Lower Ping river basin, were to study (1) the
networking context of the Lower Ping river basin; (2) the cooperational
pattern of the social network in flood prevention in the Lower Ping river
basin; (3) the cooperational process of the social network in flood prevention;
(4) the flood prevention and solution; and (5) the strengths of the social
network in flood prevention in the Lower Ping river basin.

Three groups of samples and key informants were (1) officials in the
public service sectors, consisting of the district governors, municipality
mayors, and the municipalities’ permanent secretaries; (2) officials in private

sectors, consisting of the president of civil disaster prevention volunteers
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organization, the presidents of non-governmental organizations, local leaders,
and mass media representatives; and (3) samples selected from the members
of civil disaster prevention volunteers organizations.

The data collection instruments consisted of an observation format,
in-depth interview format, focus group items, and questionnaires. The
instruments were tested for content validity and reliability, while the data
were examined by the application of triangulation technique.

The data were analyzed by the use of frequency distribution,
percentage, Chi-square and descriptive analysis.

The results of the research were as follows:

1. Flood situation caused the emergence of the social network in flood
prevention in the Lower Ping river basin, while the networking cooperation
caused a discrepancy between the inter-agency coordination of the
government, private agencies and civil sectors, and also at the district and sub-
district levels.

2. The cooperational pattern of the social network in flood prevention
in the Lower Ping river basin was found as a total exercise of state’s power
affecting the private and civil sectors.

3. The cooperational process of the social network in flood prevention
in the Lower Ping river basin was found limited to the private and public
sectors only in the implementation and benefit-sharing, while the decision-

making and evaluation were rested upon the governmental sector alone.
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4. Actual activities of flood prevention and solution were found in the
Lower Ping river basin, but the implementations and decision-making were
only made by the governmental sector with very little participation of the

private and public sectors.

5. The social network in flood prevention in the Lower Ping river basin

was found to be rather weak.
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