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The chief executive of the Provincial Administration Organization (PAO)
is one of the Thai local administration agencies at the provincial level that has
legal authority vested in it mainly by virtue of the Provincial Administration
Organization Act of 1997 and other public laws including the relevant rules
and regulations of the Miniétry of the Interior. The Chief Executive of the PAO
has the legal authority to issue orders as the local official in charge of all
employees of the PAO with regard to operating basic services and performing
other duties related to the administration of the PAO.

At present, the chief executive of the PAO is facing certain legal problems
that may impact upon his duties due to the law regarding the coordination of
the council members who are obstructed by the acceptance process stipulated
by the Local Election Act of 2002. In addition, the committee lacks administrative
autonomy with regard to personnel, financial and budgetary matters, all of
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which are controlled by the Ministry of the Interior. Furthermore, there is
clearly a problem regarding the implementation of the provincial administration’s
orders due to the fact that its mission overlaps with that of other local
administration agencies in the province. There are also problems with regard
to administrative orders, concerning the limited power to issue penalties,
problems concerning public service transfer plans, the use of power by the
Interior Ministry rather than adopting a supervisory role; as a result, the
members of the PAO council have less power and the authority of the court
will be invoked when the need arises.

The laws need to be modified, for example by amending the process of
electing council member so that they are able to perform their duties immediately
after being elected, by amending the law to enable the chief executive of the
PAO to have more freedom in administrative matters, by revising and clarifying
the law concerning the mission of the PAO, increasing his power to mete out
appropriate penalties. In addition, the law should be enforced regarding the
transfer of public services, and the law governing the PAO should be amended

so that the Ministry plays a supervisory rather than an executive role.
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