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The pre-schooling period of time can be considered as the most crucial
time to lay the foundation and improve the quality of life for children. The
parents or guardians of the children should be encouraged to raise pre-school
children themselves. However, in view of the current economic situation, it is
necessary for many parents or guardians to work to make a living and, as a
result, they are not able to take good care of their own children on some
occasions.

The purpose of this thesis is to examine certain legal measures to give
the children of pre-school age who are not adequately taken care of during the

absence of their parents or guardians. This study reviews problems related to
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the absence of adequate child care, social problems, the family structure and
lifestyle of the Thai people and the income of the parents or guardians, as well
as the operation of the labor unions. All of these elements are regarded as
obstacles to the protection of unattended pre-school children. This study
includes an analysis related to unattended pre-school age children in Thailand.

The results of the study and analysis reveal that the obstacles in giving
protection to the unattended pre-school age children are related to the lack of
concrete legal measures promoting the protection of pre-school age children.
The study of Korean, Indian, and British legislation in this area reveals that
these countries have enacted certain legal measures to give protection to pre-
school age children in the absence of parental/guardian care, such as setting
up daycare units in business establishments or setting up mobile child care
units, giving tax credits to parents and guardians using daycare services, and
granting loans to set up daycare units in business establishments.

This thesis has proposed certain legal measures to give protection to
pre-school age children in the absence of daycare by adapting the legal
measures employed by foreign nations to accommodate the Thai culture and
environment.

The legal measures include the following:

1. Daycare units should be set up for pre-school age children in
governmental departments and private business establishments.

2. The government should give support to the establishment of
daycare for pre-school age children in private business establishments.

3. The local administrative agencies should have the autonomy to
operate and have the power to control daycare centers set up in the areas of

different types of local administrative agencies.
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4. There should be mobile daycare units in different communities or
work sites.

5. There should be tax credits for the expenses of taking care of
children of pre-school age.

The measures suggested will not only solve the problems of pre-
school age children lacking adequate daycare, but they will also guarantee of
the rights of the children in compliance with the fundamental state policies
under Articles 53 and 80 of the Constitution. The measures are also regarded
as in compliance with the objectives of the Convention of the Rights of the

Child to which Thailand is a party.





