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Abstract
176322

The objective of this research is to survey and study various factors influencing
communities in the northern vicinity of Bhumipol Dam to develop a program to
promote ecotourism. The study examines these factors at both community and
provincial levels to determine whether these factors at provincial level affect
community settlements. Factors include historical background and topographical, or
geographical, conditions. Community anatomy, including hierarchy, social
institutions, concepts, beliefs, customs, culture and public activities are all examined.

It is found that the communities in the northern vicinity of Bhumipol Dam
(Baan Um Waap, Baan Na Hai, Baan Hin Lad, Baan Sa Mong, and Baan Sun
Pa Puay) are under the jurisdiction of Baan Na Subdistrict, Saam Ngao District in Tak
Province. Once an important city in Thai history, Baan Na Subdistrict is a part of a
wildlife preservation area. These 5 communities should be promoted as attractions for
ecotourism because of their scenic beauty and aged-old customs. In addition, there are
Karen communities in Baan Um Waap, Baan Na Hai and Baan Hin Lad. This
promotion can lead to more job opportunities and forest preservation for occupational
and food resources.

As for the development program, Baan Sa Mong and Baan Sun Pa Puay are set
up as stop spots for meals and village tours since they are on route to the destination
described in the itinerary of a one-day cruise around the Dam. If tourists prefer to stay
overnight, homestay is available. During the high season, tents and rafts are also
available. Baan Um Waap, Baan Na Hai and Baan Hin Lad, which are located along
Teun River and cannot be included in a one-day trip destination, are designated for
overnight stay for tourists who prefer a secluded, natural environment since only basic
facilities are provided. Tourists can enjoy many activities such as learning about
villagers’ customs and traditions as well as nature walks, writing, sketching or
painting. Accommodation on riverfront land is provided. Those who want to stay
overnight in these villages have to register at the community service center to ensure
their safe and sound stay. To expand the size of Saam Ngao Subdistrict, services for
tourists such as banking, communication services and entertainment are provided in
this subdistrict.

The key principles of the progam are cleanliness and sanitation, and
types of building and construction materials which blend well with the

villagers’ way of life, environment and forest ecosystem. Energy saving measures
should be enforced and forest products should not be used or sold. Furthermore, cars
should be prohibited in the forest area.





