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Abstract 176323

The Potential Economic Impact of Eco-Tourism Promotion in the
Reservoir Area of Bhumibol Dam

This study investigated the economic background, economic structure, and
potential impact of ecotourism promotion in Ban-na district, located in Tak province,
Thailand. This study focused on 5 villages in the district: Oumwab, Hinlard, Nahai,
Smong and Sanpapuey. The period of the study was divided into two periods, from
October 2003 to September 2004 and from October 2004 to September 2005. The
research utilized qualitative and quantitative methods. Qualitative methods such as
interviews and observation were used to gain primary data. Systematic random
sampling was used to select 81 households as the sample size. This group was
interviewed in both years. The community leaders, government authorities, and
entrepreneurs were also interviewed in-depth. Secondary data was gathered from
several official sources. With primary and secondary data collected, the gross
domestic product (GDP) of Ban-na as a whole and of each village were constructed.
In the quantitative part, location quotient was used to gain the economic potential of
these areas. The GDPs of the areas mentioned above were compared one by one to the
GDP of Tak province and of the nation as a whole. Consumption theory was used to
explain the economic impact of hypothetical tourism expenditure in the areas of
interest. The study found that although the areas of interest had several strong points,
there were also several factors that require improvement if ecotourism is to have a
beneficial impact upon the lives of the local people.





