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Abstract
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This research project aimed to increase product value of low-fire earthenware produced in the
northeast of Thailand. However, the more specific objectives of this research included 1) to improve
the quality of low-fire earthenware products to meet consumers’ needs, 2) to increase incomes of the
low-fire earthenware makers in the study area, 3) to produce innovative earthenware products to
market as well as to conserve the local wisdom of traditionally low-fire earthenware making, 4) to
increase value of low-fire earthenware products using product design, 5) to disseminate knowledge of
product design process to local earthenware makers, and 6) to develop competency and skill in
making new designed low-fire earthenware products among local earthenware makers. Study process
consisted of selecting site of study, gathering and analyzing information related to the earthenware
design process, developing new design, and sharing knowledge concerning new design and design

process to the local earthenware makers.

Hua-Bueng village was selected for the site of study because of many reasons. Traditional
method of earthenware making in Hua-Bueng village could be appropriately applied because of its
simplicity and the use of unprocessed materials. Additionally, advantage characteristic of using earth
material from Hua-Bueng village was that it allowed for free-form structuring. Naturally and uniquely
beautiful color and texture of the earthenware was a result of the handmade straw-burning technique.
Therefore, the concept of this design project was named “Innovation of Free-form Creation.” An
inspiration that formed the products’ shapes came from surrounding natures and daily utensils such as
beans, grains, stones, fish trap, and cowbells. Subsequently, those natural forms were modified by the
local earthenware makers to the more simple, modernized, and easy-made shapes. Lastly, a straw-
burning technique was used for the purposes mentioned above as well as the reason of using local

material.

Results from the design process were designed models of new design of low-fire earthenware
which can be used for daily living, home furnishings, garden decoration, and spa use. The designed
models included stool chairs, washbowls, vases, decorated mobiles, lanterns, water flower basins,
bubbler bowls, hanging pots with mobiles, and lamp with aromatic sets. Thereafter, the prototypes
were developed and experimented in a laboratory to produce new designed earthenware that served
both beauty and function. At this process, the local earthenware makers were able to produce new

designed products on their own by integrating with a traditional way of earthenware making. The
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earthenware products produced by local makers in this study were medium to large square ﬂowé?pots,
small to large coupled flowerpots, tall vases, spiral basins, hanging pots with mobiles, spiral designed
bubbler bowls, sand dune lanterns, wash basins, press designed pleated pots and basins, building-

shape orchid pots, and ducking pots.

The prototype products were tested for marketing for 1 month in June 2009 at 1) gardening
and home furnishing zone in Partunam market, Khon Kaen, 2) Tonkid shop in Plant retail stores,
Khon Kaen University, and 3) Kao Fang pottery shop on Mittraparp Road, Khon Kaen. Results
showed that the best selling products were hanging pots with mobiles, small coupled flowerpots,
medium coupled flowerpots, press designed pleated pots, tall vases, and square pots, respectively.
The least selling products were bubbler bowls and lanterns. The customer survey information
indicated that the reasons for buying the products were the uniqueness of the design and hand-made
technique used. However, there were some suggestions for improvement included fragility of the
products, too large size for square pots, and water leaking problem. Morcover, the market survey
from sellers showed that national financial crisis had an impact on gardening and home furnishing
products that decreased the selling rate. Nevertheless, products from this project had drawn most of
the buyers’ attraction to buy them. Therefore, the market testing for the prototype products was

successful.

Lastly, the research project contributed to knowledge sharing for the local earthenware
makers to be able to develop technique and skill in making newly designed products by integrating
with their traditional wisdom way. Although the prototype products from this project were not
faultless according to customers’ comments, they provided a choice for the customers to choose new
products as well as offering a way to increase income for the earthenware makers. It is recommended
that the local low-fire earthenware makers continue to improve their skills with the academic

researchers’ assistance. In conclusion, the objectives of this study have been met.





