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The purposes of this thesis were to (1) study present situations, problerns and
obstacles in the operation of community forests, (2) study methods of operation and
management of community forests and (3) study the feasibility of using community
forests for seif-reliance economic development.

The population for this study was selected from households situated in the
Watbot district, Phitsanulok Frovince. Siudy sites were selected by selective sampling
and household samples were selected by simple random sampling. Samples were
composed of 40 households, all members of the conservation community forest, 40
households ali members of the utilization community forest, and 40 households from
the non-mermber community forest.

Research Instruments were interview forms for collecting data from community
forest committees, and questionnaires for collecting data from sample households. The
data were analyzed by descriptive methods and ANOVA testing.

From the study, it was fourd that the conservation community forest has been
managed in terms of an organization. Provincial government forestry officials have
accepted the committee. The utilization community has been managed in terms of an
organization, but the committee has not been officially accepted.

From the study of the economic benefits which the sample households received
from the forest, it was found that the household members of the conservation community
forest gained from the community forest, mainly products such as mushrooms, bamboo
shoots, euphorbiaceae, margosa, herbs and fire wood. Samiples of households who
were members of the community forest received more benefits than samples of non-
member households. Direct benefits of sample households in terms of forest products
were not indicated.

When analyzed by ANOVA-testing, it was aiso found that income from
community forests, of both members of the conservation and utilization community ferest
were different from non-members of the community forest, statistically at the 0.01 level
of significance.

it was found that the most significant problem and the greatest obstacle to

operation of the community forest were shortage of working capital.





