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Infectious waste poses numerous potential health and safety hazards to their infectious and
toxic characteristics resulting to public concern about storage, treatment, transportation, and ultimate
disposal. The purposes of this research were to study the situation and management of infectious
waste produced by public health centers (PHCs) and private clinics (PCs) inchuding attitudes,
policies, plans, regulations and feasibility study of infectious waste management in Phitsanulok
Province. Studies were carried out using questionaires (from 191 of PHCs and PCs and local
governmental administrators or officers) and related documents.

The results demonsirated that infectious waste had been binned separately in plastic bags
from general waste by most PHCs and PCs and stored in specific room provided for further collection
and disposal. 83.60% of infectious waste produced by PHCs was disposed using basic incinerators
and 42.42% generated by PC was incinerated by hospital incinerators where PC staffs work. Whereas
the rest was collected by local governments (Municipality or Sub-district  Administration
Organization) which would be disposed by landfill, dumping or burning.

Most of heads or staffs of PHCs, PCs and local governments administrator or officers agreed
with the concept “polluter pay principle” on infectious waste management and pleased to pay for the
management (92.42%). Analysis of the laws and government plans and policies showed that
infectious waste management is not well supported by existing laws and regulations. Furthermore,
infectious waste management is now operated only the waste generated from hospitals rather than
PHCs or PCs and the solid waste management operated by local governments has been focused only
general waste. Feasibility study showed that the operation using incineration, which will be launched

for northern region, had a high capital costs but low operation costs suggesting the appropriate for
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long term run. While the operation using existing incinerators from 9 community hospitals would

have advantages of service areas covering for all PHCs and PCs which could be used for the short

term solation.
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