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Abstract

TE 134357

Thé_ study of current status of Matoom (Aegle marmelos) is divided into 3 parts :
in foreign countries, in Thailand and in the lower northern part of Thailand (including
Chainat province) by surveying and collecting data from primary and secondary
sources relating variety, planting area, quantity, quality (for processing and harvesting),
application (for consumption and as a herbal plant) and its current status for marketing
in Thailand and exportation. The objective of the research is to consider and obtain
some basic data which can be used as a guidance for development of a potential
production, processing and exportation since Matoom has a dominant characteristic as
a herbal plant. It is found that the varieties of Matoom in foreign countries and Thailand
are diversely and different fruit shape and size. There is no standard name of Matoom
but it is called differently and locally. Most of Matoom in Thailand grows naturally, some
are planted for comsumption, commercial production and conservation. The main use of
Matoom is in the form of processed products such as dried slice, instant drink, tea
powder and candy. From the survey and obtained data, it can be concluded that the
current status and marketing of Matoom is mostly in the level of internal production and
comsumption. There has been also no evidence about exportation so far, therefore the
exportation potential is low. Matoom is not classified as a commercial plant in Thailand
and the produces are still small in volume and not enough for industrial production
scale. The current production and processing of Matoom is now in the small scale and

most in the form of cooperative.



