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The purposes of this research are (1) to study children’s satisfaction
with television dramas, (2) to study the viewing of television dramas, and
(3) to survey the opinion of children on the benefits of television dramas.
The sample groups used in this research were 400 students of primary school
grades 4-6 and junior high school (grades 1-3) in Bang Kapi District, Bangkok
Metropolis. The tool was a questionnaire made by the researcher. Data
analysis was done with SPSS for Windows for calculating statistic values,
such as percentile, average values, standard deviation, and different values by

using a t-test and one-way variation analysis (ANOVA).
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The research results can be summarized as follows:

1. The elements of television drama influenced children’s satisfaction.
Most children were fond of comedy dramas in the long series category. Most
of them believed that the factors that made drama interesting were the style,
theme, and plot of drama, as well as the appearance and ability of actors.
Children loved the dramas with interesting and wide-ranging themes and
plots. Most of them preferred teenage actors and the production of dramas in
different locations, both domestic and international. Once the drama came to
the end, most children wanted more episodes to be on air. If more episodes
were unavailable, most students wanted the new drama be different from the
previous one. Lastly, the amount and suitability of current on-air dramas were
at the adequate level.

2. The children’s drama watching behaviors were also revealed. Most
children watched programs of Channel 7, which was on air from 6-7 p.m., and
most of them watched two programs a day. The children spent 31-60 minutes
in watching each drama. While watching their shows, the children usually
switched from one channel to another during commercial spots. Most children
watched television with their family members and did certain activities at the
same time. Finally, the number of children who believed that the suitability of
time period from 6-10 p.m., specified by the government as “Time of
Learning for Children”, was at a medium level.

3. The characteristics of population, divided by gender, age,
educational backgrounds, educational institute, and father’s career, influenced

children’s satisfaction in watching drama, with statistical significance at the
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_level of 0.05. However, the religion, average accumulative grade point,
parents’ educational backgrounds, mother’s career, and children’s daily
expense had no statistically significant difference at the level of 0.05.

4. Drama watching behaviors (including type of drama, frequency of
drama watching, number of dramas watched by children, and time spent in
watching drama) differed significantly at the level of 0.05. However, the
benefit of drama watching, the elements of drama, the popularity in actors and
reasons of drama watching had no statistically significant difference at the

level of 0.05.





