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ABSTRACT
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The purpose of this study was to explore the current state and problems
relating to learning and teaching foreign languages at secondary education level of 17
provinces in the northern part of Thailand. The samples included 51 school
administrators, 153 foreign language teachers and 306 learners. Purposive sarhpling
was used in an attempt to capture sample subjects for as many different foreign
languages and school sizes. In each province threg different school sizes were
selected. The data collecting instruments were three sets of questionnaire for'school
administrator, foreign language teacher and learner. The data obtained were analyzed
by using percentage and descriptive report. The findings were as foliows.
1. School administrators

? The research data showed that five foreign languages taught in the
sampling secondary schools were English, French, Chinese, Japanese and German.
Most foreign language teachers were Thai people. The English sdbject classrooms
were the largest class size about 40-49 students. The learning resource in schools for
promoting foreign language learning was the school library. Regarding the schools’
policy in foreign language teaching, all of the schools in this study followed the
compulsory study program of the curriculum provided by the ministry of education.
Most schools provided budget for the management of learning and teaching foreign
languages separately. The foreign language teachers were supported in attending the
foreign language conference and seminar each year. According to the school
administrators’ point of view relating to the problems, they were teachers’ over working
load, a hugevclass size, a lack of learning resource and language practice outside

classroom, and students' lack of courage to perform tasks.
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2. Language teachers
Most of the language teachers had more than 10 years in teaching

experience and had their B.A. in the same language as they taught at school. They
were most capable of teaching grammar and reading, and wanted to improve their
listening and speaking skills. In classroom teachers used Thai language more than
foreign languages in teaching the target foreign language. Regarding the teaching
load, most of the teachers taught 3 subjects and taught more than 15 hours per week.
They also participated in curriculum design. The teaching techniques used most were
lecture, classroom performance and self-study. The activities used for promoting the
language skills for teachers were self-study, reading newspapers/journals, listening to
songs/news, watching TV, using computer and having conversation with native
speakers. Teaching materials used most were pictures and tape cassette. The
evaluation tools used for assessing students' language achievement was authentic
performance. Regarding the problems relating to tgaching, they were a huge class sizq.
the difficulty in implementing curriculum, students’ /;iifferent background knowledge in
foreign language, the lack of enthusiastic and a small number of teaching materials.

3. Learners

The English language was selected by all of the students. Most of them

started their English lessons since the primary education level. TQey had positive
attitude toward learning foreign language. The skills needed for their improvement were
speaking, listening, reading and writing. The activities used for b?‘omoting learners’
language skills were divided into the classroom activities and outside classroom
activities. The classroom activities were doing exercises and tests, group activities and
singing. The outside classroom were camping, reading, song, film, television and
computer. The learners learned how to use foreign languages from language activities
provided by school, the TV programs and Thai teachers. The problems encountered by
most learners were teachers' teaching techniques, the classroom atmosphere, the lack
of sufficient time for language practice, the limited number of classroom sessions and
the lack of doing ou;side classroom activities dealing with language use in their daily

life.
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The purpose of this study was to explore the currentEate aﬁd probler‘r\s:‘fi"’ﬁ
relating to learning and teaching foreign languages at vocational education level of 17
provinces in the northern part of Thailand. The samples included 17 college
administrators, 34 foreign language teachers and 51 leamers. Purposive sampling was
used in an attempt to capture sample subjects for as many different foreign languages.
In each province a vocational college was selected. The data collecting instruments
were three sets of questionnaire for college adminigtrator, foreign language teacher and
learner. The data obtained were analyzed by using percentage and descriptive report.
The findings were as follows.
1. College administrators
. The research data showed that four foreign languages taught in the
sampling vocational co||e§es were English, French, Chinese and Japanese. Most
foreign language teachers were Thai people. The English, Chinese and Japanese
classrooms were the largest class size about 40-49 students. Thé’ learning resource in
colleges for promoting foreign language learning was the college library. Regarding the
college's policy in foreign language teaching, all of the colleges in this study followed
the compulsory study program of the curriculum provided by the ministry of education.
Most colleges provided budget for the management of learning and teaching foreign
languages in terms of teaching materials. The foreign language teachers were
supported in attending the foreign language conference and seminar each year.
According to the college administrators’ point of view relating to the problems, they were
teachers’ over workings load, a huge class size, a lack of learning resource and

language practice outside classroom, and students' lack of courage to perform tasks.
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Most of the language teachers had more than 10 years in teaching
experience and had their B.A. in the same language as they taught at school. They
were most capable of teaching grammar and reading, and wanted to improve their
listening and speaking skills. In classroom teachers used Thai language more than
foreign languages in teaching the target foreign language. Regarding the teaching
load. r.host of the teachers taught 3 subjects and taught more than 15 hours per week.
Most of them did not participate in curriculum design. The teaching techniques used
most were lecture, classroom performance and self-study. The activiiies used for
promoting the language skills for teachers were self-study, reading newspapers/journals,
listening to songs/news, watching TV, using computer and having conversation with
native speakers. Teachking materials used most were pictures and tape cassette. The
evaluation tools used for assessing students' language achievement was authentic
performance. Regarding the problems relating to tgaching, they were a huge class sizq,
the difficulty in implementing curriculum, students’ /;'Jifferent background knowledge in
foreign language, the lack of enthusiastic and a small number of teaching materials.

3. Learners

The English language was selected by all of the students. Most of them
started their English lessons since the primary education level. they had positive
attitude toward learning foreign language. The skills needed for their improvement were
speaking, listening, reading and writing. The activities used for ;;Fbmoting learners’
language skills were divided into the classroom activities and outside classroom
activities. The classroom activities were doing exercises and tests, group activities and
singing. The outside classroom were camping, reading, song, film, television and
computer. The learners learned how to use foreign languages from language activities
provided by school, the TV programs and Thai teachers. The problems encountered by
most learners were teachers' teaching techniques, the classroom atmosphere, the lack

of sufficient time for language practice, the limited number of classroom sessions and
the lack of doing outside classroom activities dealing with language use in their daily

life.



