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Under the present Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand and its
implementing legislation, criminal suspects are guaranteed certain rights, including
having witnesses such as family members or an attorney present during
interrogation by investigating officers. These rights are designed specifically to
prevent abuses such as coercion, beatings or questioning in bad faith.

Yet those same guarantees also put very specific limits on such witnesses.
They are prohibited from presenting evidence, either for or against the accused,
or to consult in any way.

In practice, therefore, the right of a suspect to have witnesses present during
interrogation is not of much real benefit. The accused, for example, most often
is unaware of his or her right to a lawyer provided without cost, and the witnesses

are prohibited from so informing.

The need for strict practices to protect the rights of a suspect in custody
exists because of the huge power of the state as compared to that of the individual.
Present protections are a step in the right direction, but remain inadequate.
The author, therefore, proposes new legislation or constitutional amendments
specifically to ensure that criminal suspects are made fully aware of their rights

and privileges under the Constitution and its implementing laws.





