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This study is aimed at investigating conflicts concerning water usage
and people’s participation in managing water resource at Mae Ta Chang Basin
in Chiang Mai province.

As the results of the study, it is found that the major cause of conflicts
concerning water usage at Mae Ta Chang Basin arises from the expansion of
state and market activities. Conflicts arise not only from a fight among local
communities, but also from a fight between local communities and the outsider
enterprises which appropriate benefits form the River without respecting rules
and regulations in using water launched by the communities. This brings about
the shortage of water. The situation has been deteriorated until it reached the

crisis in 1990-1992. Communities in the neighborhoods including the upper



178573

stream community, middle stream community, and lower stream community
propose a preliminary problem solving measure by setting up a “Committee for
rehabilitating and managing Mae Ta Chang Basin”. However, such an attempt
in solving the problem still needs more coordination among the communities
and needs more cooperation between the Committee and the communities.
The communities must adjust more and fully utilize their strengths and potentials
in a peaceful way in order that rules and regulations concerning the water usage

among the parties involved will be accepted.





