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“Directive 95/46/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 October
1995 on the Protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data
and on the free movement of such data”
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- Every person possesses a set of natural rights that is said to be absolute,
non-transferable and inalienable by any power. Legally, these.individual
rights are comprised of the rights to family, dignity, reputation and privacy,
which include the rights to privacy of personal data.

Vast amounts of personal data are collected, sent, transferred, as well
as retained by both the government and private sectors. Rapid growth in
information and communication technology has helped to facilitate such
activites and, at the same time, makes unauthorized data usage possible, The

| inappropriate use of data, or data exploitation, is considered to be a violation
of rights. Hence, many Eﬁopem countries have been trying to develop the
laws on human rights, focusing on the protection of personal data. The
European Union has issued and enacted among its members a directive to

protect individual rights, or the so-called Directive 95/46/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 24 October 1995 on the protection of

individuals with regard to personal data and on the free movement of such data.

The EU Directive (95/46/EC) institutes eight important principles to be
implemented. One is to restrict personal data movement by prohibiting data
transfers to any non-EEA member parties that could not guarantee the security
of information, unless provided as an exception.

At present, Thailand is starting to pay more attention to the matter of
information security, including the protection of personal data as stated in the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 (1997) and some other
acts. However, the existing laws on the protection of personal data do not
sufficiently extend over all aspects of information usage. Moreover, they do
not accurately and completely reach the required international standard. It is
therefore necessary for Thailand to initiate an act to regulate personal data,
especially as used by the private sector. Such a law should also take into

consideration the protection of cross-border personal data activities.





