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The objectives of this study are to study Thai military reform under the
new economic and security order, the implementation of “Benjavidhi” policy
or the five-path policy and the result of such reform in terms of strategy
reform along Thai-Burmese border.

This study is done on the basis of a qualitative method using official
and academic documents and interviews with key informants in the military
pursued.

As a result, it is found, that (1) the strategy reform brings about change
in strategy of the Thai military from waging proxy war to establishing

peaceful coexistence; (2) Benjavidhi policy is used as a framework of Thai

military reform in terms of down-sizing the Thai army, reducing hierarchical
level, eliminating job overlapping, solving conflicts along the border,
alleviating public threats, enhancing roles of the Thai Royél Amy in
development programs and in helping people along the border, which in turn
help increase national security.

According to the study, it is suggested, that more economic cooperation
should t;e provided along the Thai-Burmese border. The success of such
policy implementation may become a proper model to solve problems along

borders in other parts of the country.





