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Abstract 145953

This study used historical approach in order to examine 3 points of the village economy of the
Lower North ; its nature,development, and adaptation. The scope of content can be traced back to the
period of the early 20 th century. The data, both qualitative and quantitative. were collected in the 4
provinces,namely Sukhothai, Phichit , Phitsanulok, and Nakohnsawan. The findings are as follows :

The nature of economy of the Lowner North at the early of the 20 th century was a self — suffficient
economy. Production, distribution, and consumption were circuiated within the community, and even
through inter — community. The abundance of natural resources, less population, cuitural pratices ,
contributed to good balance in life of the local people. Old saying that “a water abundant in fish, a land
abundant in rice" was not over exaggerated.

Change had accurred in the mid century. The nature of people'economy was shifted from self-
suffficient to maketing one.The reasons are plenty : 1) the state policy on the construcion of infra-structure
in order to meet the policy of production for export . 2) the growth of population in the areas due to the
mass migration from the Northeast and the Central region. 3) the expansion of capitalism.
4)the expansion of Western technolog. 5) the decline of the rural community culture.

Economics and social changes had produced some effects, The villagers had found that their
freedom on livelihood was decreased gradually. They had become more and more dependent on external
factors. In term of material comforts, their life was much more easy and comfortable than their
predecessors. But the prices they had paid were : 1) the indebtedness of the family. 2) the destruction of
the natural environment. 3) the disharmony of the family liffe due to the move to the city for jobs.

4) the low quality of life in poverty and slums in the city.

But the village still exists, despite its hardships.At the late of the century to the present , we have
seen the emergence of the movement of people’s adaption for their survivals. Individuals and groups have
shown their abilities to strengthen the community | restoring the spirit of self — reliance which is
disappearing due to the total dependence on urban and western — biased culture and values from the
outside world. With the support of the NGO, the intellectuals, academics. and development agents, the
COmmunify practices under networking process have been widespread such as subsistence agriculture,

small cottage industry, and intermediate technology.



