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Abstract
Te 147646

This study has an aim to investigate how people from local communities construct and use their
history for their right under changing situations. The main theme of the study is communal property
management, which is combined the approaches and methods from history, ecology and applied
anthropology.

The research site is Tungsan, huge area comprising of apporciwatery 150,000 rai for producing
rice, located at the district of Phromphiram — Watbot , Phitsanulok province. The land had been wetland,
which was open — for access under tocal control for making a living for a long time until it fell under state

control, now know as the Thungsan Sattlement ( Nikhom Thungsan ).

The findings are as follows :

Local pecple living around Thungsan can be divided into 4 grounds; the criginal community had
been there for a long time; the ethnic Lao community moved to settle here during the early Bangkok
period, the new community came from the central region when they lost their tand, and the separated
community located at Watbot which was once under the Phromphiram control of. All these communities
shaped the history of Thungsan which in the early was a stage of living together in harmony due as there
was less population and plenty of resources. Over all, each community had its control over resources.

Changes have- occurred after 1957. Under the state policy on the construction of dams, the
water volume in Thailand has been gradually. From wetland to farmiand, Thungsan has become perfect

land for rice growing, inviting the newcomers to take over. At this stage, we begin to a struggle among



TE147646

the peoples: the haves and the have — nots land contestation. The local communities lost their control
 over common property when faced with intrusion of the state and the capitalists.

Conflicts reached a peak when the state proclaimed that people's right of land was invalid as
Thungsan had legally been reserved land since 1944. The so-called Nikhom Thungsan was set up in
1968 to provide land to individuals who were willing to be member as Nikhom Thungsan. Local people
reacted to the establishment of Nikhom Thungsan demonstrating to government in Bangkok demanding
that then land rights must be recognized.

Local struggles ended in the last decade of the 20" century. It can be said that local people
both lost and gained in the game. Local control over resources was dissolved, Thungsan was no longer
common property; it became private. Local control over resources was shifted to the hands of the
Nikhom which assumed the new common property of the locals. But there is not open — access.

At present, local communities at Thungsan have found that keeping their rice - land is as hard
as seeking their land. Like farmers elsewhere, they face many difficulties such as debts, ill - health, low
education, less opportunity in seeking jobs, but they continue then struggle. Each community has shown
its  ability to protect itself, crating new ways of life as a dynamic response to changing situations.
Example are plenty; the ethnic Lao community has restored traditional ritual performances to welcome
tourists; some have produced goods with local knowledge and skills; some have set up organizations
such as saving cooperatives community stores, agricultural cooperatives, that have greater strength.

They have also created networks to assist cthers beyond their own communities.



