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Abstract TE 1 4 9 8 0 5

This thesis aims to study the role of the American missionaries in spreading of
Christianity during the Rattanakosin Period (1831 - 1910) that has some influences to
social change in Thailand.

During the period 1831-1910 of Rattanakosin, the Thai society had experienced
changes. Beside many internal factors, one of some external factors that also affected
the social changes was the teaching of Christianity by the American Missionaries. One of
their main objectives was to turn the Thai society into one that respected Christianity.

Although the foremost purpose of the missionary was to spread the Christianity
but they also brought along the western knowledge system, especially those related to
religious belief. These knowledge pulled the Thais to know about Christianity and learn
about the Western society in its various aspects. At the same time, the missionaries,
some of whom were also practicing physicians, have influenced the implementation of
the missionary activities to date. The missionaries have tried to find ways to spread the
Christianity efficiently and therefore they bring many new things and use them in their
performance.

The implementation of the American missionary strategies has created a social
change that brings benefits to the Thais from their learning over new knowledge brought
by the Western missionaries. The coming of the new modern technology, for example
typing machine, has also brought the Western education system to the Thai society. This

new thought or practice heavily influences the Thai society in later time.

The findings show that the result of spreading of Christianity, which was their
main objective, by the American Missionaries has not been successful. Nevertheless, the
spreading of Christianity has created a social change in Thailand, for example, on
education system, medication system, machinery and typing, religious belief, culture, as

well as certain tradition of the Thai society at that time.



