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The objective of this thesis is to study the problems related to the
political participation of voters who seek to involve themselves in the political
process according to the provision of the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand B.E. 2540. The provision has created several obstacles to the voters
who want to participate in the political process according to the intent of the
Constitution. The policy is to encourage the people to play a vital role and to
participate in the political process as much as possible. It is hoped that more
efficient and appropriate guidelines to increase the participation of the voters
in the political process according to the intent of the Constitution can be

found.
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The study reveals that there are obstacles which prevent the people
from participating in the political process on both the national and local
levels. These obstacles arise from the exercise of the voters’ rights during the
different stages of their participation in the political process. The obstacles
include matters related to drafting a bill, gathering of the signatures of the
voters for the petition, and examining the accuracy of the validity of the
petition. The obstacles also include the drafting of legislation and the
consideration of a legislative proposal. These obstacles render the participation
of the people in the political process less efficient than they should be. In
addition, as a result of the obstacles, the political process may be easily
manipulated by different interest groups.

The author has proposed recommendations to resolve these problems
by amending the process at different stages, beginning with the participation
in the drafting of the legislative proposal. The State should have a role in this
process, giving advice and reviewing the draft legislation before it is put
forward to be adopted by the people. Also, the draft legislation should be
publicized in different forms. For example, the distribution of documents
regarding the introduction of the bill could be done by the organizers who
want to submit the petition. The documents for this purpose should address
the advantages and disadvantages and the effects of the bill. The documents
should be evaluated before submitting them to the people for petitioning.

At the stage of reviewing the accuracy and validity of a petition, there

should be an improvement of record keeping of the citizen to make sure the
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registration data is current. The review of the authenticity of the signatures of
the petitioners should be emphasized. The review of the documents and of the
petition of the people should be completed within the time frame fixed by the
President of the National Assembly and the Election Commission. There
should be a nationwide personnel development plan to increase the ability and
expertise of government officials and political officials in the use of their
discretion in deciding and reviewing the petition to propose the bill.

At the stage of reviewing the legislative proposal by the National
Assembly, the National Assembly and the Ministry of Interior should revise
the rules and procedures of the meeting to be consistent with provisions of the
Constitution. The process should ensure the right of the people to exercise
their right to petition and enable the people to take part in the legislative
process in the National Assembly and not just give the people the right to

submit the petition.





