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This dissertation employed both qualitative and quantitative methods in
the course of investigating the following topics: (1) the residents of Phra
Thong Island and the challenges which they have encountered in
implementing the Thai law entitled “The Enhancement and Conservation of
Environmental Quality” enacted in B.E. 2535 (1992); (2) specific problems
encountered by both state officials and Phra Thong Island residents in acting
upon the requirements of the law; (3) factors which affected success or failure

in meeting the requirements of the law; and (4) putative guidelines to be
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applied in the development of Phra Thong Island in regard to the
administration of natural resources.

Qualitative research was carried out through academic study and the
analysis of relevant literature, including other academic research, minutes of
meetings held in the public domain, Thai and English newspaper articles, and a
series of in-depth interviews. The quantitative method was used in acquiring
research data for analysis via the distribution of questionnaires to state agencies,
international organizations, and independent agencies.

Findings are as follows:

(1) Environmental law and the process of its implementation can
enhance cooperation and coordination, lead to improved exchaﬁges of
information, reduce waste, lessen bureaucrati_c burdens, and better help to meet
the self-determined needs of local populations.

(2) The proper administration of the natural resources of Phra Thong
Island is affected by different levels of understanding of the law and its
interpretation.

(3) “The Enhancement and Conservation of Environmental Quality”
law of B.E. 2535 (1992) is itself plagued with structural confusion and a lack
of clarity. It also has deficiencies related to the implementation process which
has lessened its potential in meeting the objectives of the law.

Suggestions are as folloWs:

(1) The government should adopt additional means of obtaining public

participation in areas of environmental management under the existing law.
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(2) Land surveys on Phra Thong Island should b4e carried out with
dispatch, inasmuch as the rapid implementation of zoning laws is essential.
However, thé process of implementation requires community participation.

(3) Security should be enhanced in settlements and in regard to land
appropriation. At the same time, account should be taken of the community’s
way of life.

(4) Conflicts between the private and public sectors at Phra Thong
Island and nearby areas with regard to fishery rights need to be resolved.

(5) Revisions and improvements need to be made in regard to policy,
and the maintenance and management of natural resources at Phra Thong
Island. These changes need to bé extended to all of the country, especially to
national parks. Implementation should be swiftly and rigorously applied and

enforced.





