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Abstract,

The purposes of  this  rescarch were to  study  the roles  of
The Buddhism institute in providing education for communities via
temples as ite representatives, and to find out relations between such
an educat. ional provision and community’s way of life.

This qualital.ive research was conducted through &  documentary
study and fieldworks under a conceptual framework initially set. Tt
enployed informal interview, participant and non-participant.  observa-
Lion techniques and focus group discussion to collect. data. The
findings of this study were as follows :

1. The roles of temples were st.ill to provide education for
community both in elhics and general subjects. Such provision  was
conduct.ed by means of formal education through "Phra pariyatithana”
schools, previously established by the temples. Tn the sonse  of

nonformal educabt.ion, Lhe tomples still functioned as Lhey used to  do



for a Yong time. That was Lo preach the people and Lo organize some
kinds of ceremonial rituals and traditional/religious practices with
their monks as their focal and significant elemeni.. Moreover a number
of libraries were established for public interests in general

2. The relat.ions Dbetween the educat.ional provision and
community’s way of life was found unrelevant. Formal educaltional
provision was not. relevant, to the community’s way of life and changing
situat.ions. The malin reasons were such as smaller birthrate of the
community menbers, and changing att.itudes of parents towards sending
Lheir children Lo schools instead of to temples.

Indirect. educal.ional provision or nonformal educat.ional provision
was found in need of the community members and also relat.ing to Lheir
way of life particularly, the people wanted to psychologically rely
on the temples’s practices and ritual practices. These roles could
be regarded as an educal.ional provision for the people in  Lerms of

Buddhist. Lhoughts, beliefs, and cultural socializat.ion



