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This thesis is a comparison of the life stories of ex- and relapsed-drug
addicts from before drug use, during and after stopping use. Study parficipants
were six ex-drug addicts and six relapsing-drug addicts. The tools of the
study were the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale (WAIS), Rorschach Ink
Blot, Thematic Apperception Test (TAT), Drawing a Person (DAP), House-
Tree-Person (HTP), Sentence Completion Test (SCT) and an in-depth
interview guide prepared by a researcher.

The data showed the following.

There were differences in home relationships between ex-drug addicts
and relapsed-drug addicts, with the ex-addicts feeling more secure and

experiencing more parental acceptance and love.

Both groups of drug addicts have some characteristics in common:
most are from a low- to middle-socioeconomic stratum and lived in or near
areas where the buying and selling of drugs was common. And for both, the

critical factor which led them to drug use was the persuasion of friends.





