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The main purpose of this study is to examine the relationships of Vietnam

with China and the Soviet Union by considering Vietnam’s international policy
aimed to solve disputes between Vietnam and her neighboring countries in
terms of economic and security crisis. Three factors influencing the formulation
of Vietnam’s intemational policy are taken into consideration: the relationships
between China and the Soviet Union, world politic situations, and a long
economic depression in Vietnam.

Both China and the Soviet Union used to have influence over Vietnam’s
international policy until conflicts between China and the Soviet Union were
aggravated and the relationships between Vietham and China deteriorated

which drove Vietnam to sign the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation with



183144

the Soviet Union in 1978. The collaboration between Vietnam and the Soviet
Union to blockade China, however, seemed to fail. This, in turn, pressured both
Vietnam and the Soviet Union resulting in the reconciliation between China
and the Soviet Union and the retreat of Vietnamese army from Cambodia.
Vietnam, thus, was under pressure from both China and the Soviet Union to
adjust her oppressive international policy with her neighbors.

Major change in world politics, the reconciliation between the Soviet
Union and the United States, also resulted in the adjustment of Vietnam’s
international policy to comply with the New World Order where peace rather
than aggressive behavior was emphasized.

A long deteriorated of economic situation in Vietnam reflected the
misguiding policies especially the policy to confront China and to invade
Cambodia which meant huge budget was spent on military development rather
than economic development. In order to survive, Vietnam, without supports
from the Soviet Union, must adjust her international policy to be in line with
the New World Order.

After the fall of the Soviet Union, Vietnam normalizes her relationships
with China and her neighboring countries by increasing the cooperation
regarding social, economic and technological development with those countries.
Attempts to bring disputes to the problem-solving process, by and large, witnessed

peaceful co-existence.





