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Abstract

TE 163844

Factors effecting foraging behaviors and food resources partitioning of three
species of Trigona; T. apicalis, T. collina and T. fimbriata in a mixed deciduous forest at
Phitsanulok Nature Education Center were investigated during October 2003 and
February 2005.

The resuits showed that physical factors (temperature, relative humidity and light
intensity) effect the foraging behaviors. Comparison study between T. apicalis, T. collina
and T. fimbriata found that these species have different foraging times and food pollens.
Morphological study to examine the relationship between body size and foraging
appendages among the three species found all characteristics were significantly
different.  The results of food resources partitioning correlated with the competition
theory that these three Trigona species appear to avoid competition for limited resources,

resulted in coexist of those species in the same habitat.





