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Abstract

168356

This study is an attempt to give an accurate depiction of current language
trends in popular mass media, specifically music television. As such, the target of the
analysis was the speech content phraseology of the hosts of live broadcasts of music
programs.

All data for this study was gathered from four live music programs that aired on
channels 5 and 7 on 1 July to 31 October 2004. The spoken language of the video
jockeys was first recorded and then analyzed using a composite of the methods used
by other researchers in the field. It was found that the Thai spoken by VJs differs from
standard Thai in its adoption of such phenomena as the use of English vocabulary,
slang, redundancy expression, incorrect grammar, deliberate mispronunciation, and
phonetic reduction. The 1999 edition of the Ratchabandittayasathan Dictionary was used
as a reference for standard Thai. Various explanations for the commonality of these
phenomené are explored, inciuding the possibility that the program's nature as
entertainment for a younger audience dictates that the Thai spoken by the video jockeys
be informal. Also considered are the effects that the patterns of speech of VJs have on
viewers and the ways in which live music broadcasts may be reformed so that video

jockeys use a more standard form of Thai.



