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Abstract

Impacts of Socio-Economic Change on Youth, Middle and Old Age
Groups in Rural Areas: The Case Study of Doon Sard, Amphoe Kra
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This article highlights impacts of socio-economic change through globalization on the
youth, middle and old age groups drawn from the case study of Doonsard, a rural
town of Amphoe Kra Nuan, situated 50 kilometers away from Khon Kaen Province.
The study aim was to explore the globalization effects on different age groups in a
rural community, with a specific focus on socio-economic aspects such as income,
expense, debt, quality and way of life, family ties, living conditions and happiness
levels. Participants were divided into 3 distinctive age groups including youth aged
12-24 (N=272), middle aged 25-59 (N=365) and old aged 60 up (N=262).

Main results showed profound changes in all three groups. The youth spent their
money mainly on food and drinks, followed by cloths, going out and mobile phones.
They spent their leisure time watching television, listening to music, playing sports and
most of them were familiar with the use of computer.

The majority of middle-aged had an agricultural background with primary level of
education (75.3%). Their average monthly income was approximately US$ 140 by
which almost one-third (31.8%) was dependent on remittances from families and
relatives who worked in Bangkok. They had a large amount of debt, mostly bank
loans. They spent their free time watching television and spending time with their
family. Above half of the youth and middle age groups (55%, 53%) considered
migrating to Bangkok for more job opportunities and both regarded television and
mobile phone as the most important technologies in their life.

Old age was the group that had the lowest level of education. Their time was occupied
by temple visits, chatting with the neighbours and watching television. They mainly
lived on remittances from their children and still had to pay back a large sum of bank
loans. Their main worry was not having income and becoming a burden to their
children.

Nevertheless, despite changes in the socio-economic structure, all three groups
reported having a strong sense of family values and generally being happy and
content with their life.



