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The purpose of this study was to compare the abilities in reading comprehension
of Mathayom Suksa 3 students by using concept maps.

The sample consisted of 35 Mathayom Suksa 3 students in the first semester of the
2006 academic year at Mae Chaem School, Mae Chaem District, Chiang Mai.

The instruments used in this study were 1) 8 lesson plans based on concept map for
developing reading comprehension skills : with after-teaching notes 2) a reading
comprehension test. 3) a concept map evaluation form.

The study procedures included a pretest, the division of three levels competences
of students i.e. high, average and low, teaching by using 8 lesson plans , taking notes after
teaching each plan, an evaluation of the students’ concept maps in the eighth lesson plan,
followed by a posttest. The collected data were analyzed through means, percentage ,
standard deviations, and t-test.

The findings revealed that the students” competence level and reading behavior
after the instructi'qn are higher in all level groups. The students’ abilities in usihg concept
maps to conclude the text is in good level. The students’ competence in reading

comprehension after the instruction was found to be significantly higher at the .01 level.





