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Abstract TEl 4 5 1 9 4

This study aims to examine various factors, such as geographical, social and economic
status, which combine to influence the use of forest products by the native, the Hmong and the
Karen communities in Amphoe Mae Wang, Chiang Mai province. The study also examines the
application of local wisdom to conserve nature, maintain forest fertility, and forest management at
present. The way of life depending on forest products of these people is also investigated and
compared with the relevant poverty lines.

Secondary data from relevant sources as well as primary data obtained through direct
observation, activities participation, and indepth interviews with members of these communities
are used in this study.

The results indicated that the native people, the Hmong and the Karen live at the
altitudes of 500, 1,300 and 1,150 meters above sea level respectively. Consequently, the
environment, type of trees as well as forest biodiversity are different. For this reason, each
community makes use of different forest products. This, in turn is determined by their distinct
social, economic and cultural patterns. Interaction with other communities is another factor
determining the use of forest yields in terms of both variety and quantity. The Hmong make least
use of forest products as they use the forest areas for mono-cultivation of commercial crops.

However, the Hmong community still uses the forest products, both plants and animals, for food,

animal feed, shelter, territory boundary determination, ornaments, clothing, medicine, as well as
tribal symbols and in ritual rites and ceremonies.

As for the conservation and community forest management, two methods have been
combined and implemented. The first is by using their cultural intellect and their distinct tribal
identity to control the access of forest resources and the vicinity. The other is by exercising the
state power through legislation and communal laws, which is the centralized forest management
based on science and technology to control the physical use of the forest and forest products.

Using the poverty line of the rural Thailand as criterion, it is found that poverty incidence
among the native, the Hmong, and the Karen are 23.1, 76.5 and 73.7 percent respectively.
However, when taking the 7 political economy criteria of poverty which include not only
economic but also social and political aspects of poverty into consideration ie. lack of money,
lack of natural resources and environment, social poverty, pélitical poverty, lack of education, -
cultural poverty and spiritual poverty and lack of ethics and morality, it can be stated that the

communities studied may not be regarded as poor at all.





