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The purpose of this study is to investigate the changes in “Sen Ruan” tradition
and the factors causing the changes in “Sen Ruan” tradition of “Thai Song Dam” people
at Nongtaodam Village, Moo. 4 wangithok, Bangrakam, Phitsanulok. The researcher
used the notion of tradition changes as the guideline in the study and the data analysis.
This is qualitative study which collects the data by the in-depth interview and the
individual investigation not related to the changes in Sen Ruan tradition of “Thai Song

Dom" people at Nongtaodam Village, and analyze with the descriptive analysis.

The findings show that

Nongtaodam Village is a village in rural area of Phitsanulok which is located in
the southern part of Phitsanulok about 24 kilometers. From words of mouth and
evidences, it reveals that Nongtaodam Village is nearly 100 year old. In the early stage,
the land was full with bamboo forest and many swamps. Nongtaodam is an agricultural
village in both the past and the present, and the main farming is to grow rice.
The villagers have strong beliefs in supernatural, so before they do anything, they will

pray for holy gods in order to make sure that they will not have a hard time in doing

things. The former beliefs are full of worthiness and meaning and come out in rite and
ritual forms.

“Sen Suan” tradition is the unique ritual of Thai Song Dam people. It is worth
and has hidden meanings including seniority, gratefulness. and unity. These are all
important in Thai Song Dam lives, and it also strongly holds Thai Song Dam’s minds
together.

In the present time, “Sen Ruan” tradition is changing, and the villagers abate
the Importance of this tradition because they don't realize that it is full of worthiness and
has many hidden meanings, so they carry out according to their ancestors. These
changes are caused by many factors : technological factor, educational factor,
traditional factor, economic factor, and population factor. Moreover, it affects Thai Song

Dam’s lives.





