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The research aims to analyze folktales of Nakornthai District, Phitsanulok
Province. It studies beliefs and values as reflected in 100 Nakornthai folktales collected
from written records and interviews with experts.

The findings were as follows:

A great number of Nakornthai folktales reflected beliefs of people. Of all the
beliefs, the parts that were related to superstitions were found to be largest in proportion.
Other beliefs which appeared in smaller proportions were those related to local heroes,
spirits and demons, amulets and magic, heaven and hell, health and well-being, fortune
telling and astrology, dreams, auspices and fate respectively. The beliefs related to sex
and environment were found to be the least in proportion, while 15 folktales did not
reflect any beliefs at all.

Apart from beliefs, Nakornthai folktales were also found to reflect folk values.
Of all the values reflected, it appears that social values had the largest proportion. Other
values related to religion, aesthetics, economics and academics were found to be in
smaller proportions respectively. The values on political administration were found to be

the least in proportion, while 4 tales did not reflect any values at all.





