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In human pregnancy, the nature of the fetus has been said to be a semi-allograft within the uterine
tissue. The feto-placental unit could provoke maternal immune response as seen in allograft rejection
reaction. However, most of pregnancies are normal in that the maternal immunity does not destroy the feto-
placental unit. The uterine wall has increased activated T cells, which secrete various cytokines. These could
regulate functions of other cells including those of the placental trophoblast cells.

IL-17 is a proinflammatory cytokine produced by activated/memory T cells. This cytokine has a
pleiotropic effect on various cell types via regulation of production of other cytokines. Since activate/memory T
cells are found in pregnancy uterus, there is also a lack of report on IL-17 function in pregnancy and the
author has found IL-17 receptor expressed by placental cells, it was hypothesized that {L-17 .might affect the
growth and function of the placenta. This work will serve as a basis for future study on human normal and

abnormal pregnancy. Parts of this work, has been published in international journals (see appendix).





