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ABSTRACT 2 G 23 4 5
Diabetes mellitus is an important metabolic disease in that if the blood sugar is poorly controlled the
diabetic patients would have serious complications. One of the complications is an impaired immunity leading
to susceptibility to infections with bacteria mostly mixed infections. The causative bacteria could be Gram-
positive and Gram-negative bacteria. These can cause systemic infection or septicemia as well as local
infection such as that of the skin. The complication could also involve a poor wound healing or chronic wound,

which is difficult to treat and affects the patients’ quality of life.

This present study used the blood samples from diabetic patients by selectively assessing infections
with Gram-negative bacterial, the Burkholderia spp. that cause melioidosis, as well as Gram-positive bacteria
that are common cause of. skin infections, the Staphylococcus aureus and Streptococcus epidermidis. These
were isolated from the affected patients. The study assessed the response of peripheral blcod mononuclear
cells in diabetic patients compared with healthy subjects in terms of a proinflammatory cytokine productio‘n‘
Part of this research, particularly Burkholderia spp infection, has been published in an international journal

(see appendix).





