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The objectives of this research were (1) to study land utilization of farmers in Private
Land Refonn Area, Chiang Mai province; (2) to investigate the relationship between personal
characteristics, economic factors and the agricultural extension program for land utilization of
farmers in the areas; and (3) to explore the problems, limitation and recommendation concerning
land utilization.

The samples in this study were 108 farmers at private land reform area, Intakin sub-
district, Mae-tang district, Chiang Mai province. Data’ collection was done through
questionnaires. Statistical techniques used were percentage, maximum and minimum value,
arithmetic means, standard deviation, weight mean score and Chi-square test.

The results of this study showed that most of farmers in this area were men with an
average aged of 47.53 years old with grade four educational background. They had average 3
members for agricultural labor and earned about 73,714.06 Baht per annum from agricultural
production and about 55,070.51 Baht per annum from off-farm production. Most farmers had no |
problems in land utilization. Concerning to the agricultural extension program, it was found that E
farmers obtained technology at medium level from their neighbors and they received agricultural
information through television. They never attended the agricultural training program.

From the research finding, the main purposes of land utilization of farmers were to
cultivate 2 times of plant per year, i.e., rice and foliowed by garlic. Three times of plant per year
was the second choice of farmers. Soybean or corn was a favorable plant after garlic. Longan was
the only fruit tree for permanent orchard.

Form the hypothesis testing, it was found that gender of farmers was related to land
utilization at 0.05 level of significance and agricultural labor, investment capital and land holding
outside Land Reform area was related to land utilization at 0.01 level of significance.

Problems and limitation of land utilization were no support for marketing outlets. low
price of production as well as quality and inconvenient transportation. The implementation of the
land reform co-operative office did not run continuously. The remaining debt of farmers for land
renting and purchasing were still existing. Some cases had already paid for the land right but they
were still not issued the land title. High labor cost, low quality of seed, lack of knowledge of
production, poor pest management and seed selection were still a question.

It was recommended that the Chiang Mai Land Reform Office should encourage farmers
to participate with the cooperatives in order to seek market outlets. They should have plan in land
utilization with maximum profit. Land Reform Office should support fund and coordinate with
concerned agencies for training farmers to improve knowledge and agriculturél production. Other
occupations aside from agriculture should take into account. Soil doctors should be continuously

provided to investigate soil and fertilizer.





