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The purposes of this study were 1) to examine the basic quality of life of the
people in the rural northern of Thailand related to the time 2) to analyze the factors which
impacted on their basic quality of life 3) to compare the basic quality of life of the people
in the upper and lower northern. The study investigated the correlation between time-
series and cross-sectional data collected in 17 provinces stated in the Ninth National
Economic and Social Development Plan (2002-2006). The study together with the
findings revealed that:

Firstly, the characteristics of the basic quality of life of the people in the rural
northern of Thailand were examined in order to specify the important indicators. After
that, such indicators were valued their scored-weight differently according to their
importance: The result of the study revealed that the basic quality of life of the people in
these seventeen Northern provinces was continually changing better. The basic quality of
life of the population in the lower northern part was high, but it was quite low in the upper
northern area.

Secondly, in analyzing the factors which impacted on their basic quality of life of
the people in the rural northern, the multiple regression analysis was used together with
the comparison of regress OLS, Fixed-effects, and Random effects GLS. The study found
that there were six factors which impacted the basic quality of life: income
average/person (INC), number of population by labor force status (EMP), coefficient not
be equitable of disperse income (DIS), number of bank deposit with population (FIN),
ratio of students/teacher (EDU), and quality of forest in total (FORE). The correlation
shown in the equation was at the level of 76% (R* = 0.75) and at the confidence interval
of 95%.

And thirdly, when comparing the basic quality of life of the people in the upper
and lower northern using dummy variables, it revealed that there was not a statistically
significant difference.

The suggestion from this study was that the government should provide a
support on economics, social, and environment such as creating more jobs in the rural
area, assisting agricultural sectors to increase the product efficiency in order to expand
and disperse the income among communities as well as supporting educational policy
which is necessary for the increasing of the basic quality of life of the people in the rural

areas.





