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Objectives of this descriptive study were to examine health factors,
developmental tasks, correlation between health factors and developmental tasks and to
investigate health factors predicting the developmental tasks of preschool children in
daycare centers. Sample groups were 240 children age between 37-48 months,
attending daycare centers in Bangmunnak district, Phichit province selected by muilti-
stage  sampling. Research instruments were personal information questionnaire,
physical examination collecting form, developed from guideline of Prabpan (2006) and
Gill and O'Brien (1993) and developmental tasks collecting form, developed from
Denver |l screening test and Anamai 49. The instruments were approved by 3 experts.
Data were analysed by mean, standard deviation, Pearson'’s Product Moment Correlation
and Stepwise Multiple Regression.

The results of this study showed that health problems were neck, head-eye-
ear-nose-oral cavity, skin, cardiovascular, respiratory, gastrointestinal and neurological
problems. Abnormal findings were lymphadenopathy, skin rash, caries, abnormal
activities, skin discoloration, murmurs, abnormal breath sounds, anomalies and pale.
Developmental tasks screening showed that 11.7% of sample groups had normal
development, 88.3% had suspected delay development. Major area of suspected delay

developmental tasks was fine motor-adaptive followed by gross motor, language and
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developmental tasks was fine motor-adaptive followed by gross motor, language and
personal-social. General appearance and neurological system were correlated with total
development (r = .295 and r = .182) at .01 significant level. General appearance was
correlated with gross motor (r = .303), fine motor-adaptive (r = .236) and language
(r = .211) at .01 significant level. Neck was correlated with personal-sccial (r = .153)
at .05 significant level. Neurological system was correlated with fanguage (r =.163) and
personal-social (r = .139) at .01 significant level. Skin had negative correlation with
tanguage (r = -.144) at .05 significant level.

The predictors of total developmental tasks among preschool children were

general appearance and neurological system and accounted for 10.7 percents of

variance at .01 significant level. The standard equation derived was Zy = .295X,
(General appearance) + .142 X,, (Neurological system). The predictors of gross motor
development were general appearance and accounted for 9.2 percents of variance.
The predictor of fine motor-adaptive development was general appearance and
accounted for 5.6 percents of variance. The predictors of Language development were
general appearance, skin and neurological system and accounted for 8.4 percents of
variance. The predictors of Personal-social development were height, neck and
accounted for 5.9 percents of variance. |

Nurses and child care takers should specially care of general appearance and

neurological system to promote positive development of preschool children.





