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(factor analysis)
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The aim of this research is to study the variables related to making a
decision to pursue a career in the field of dentistry, to determine the factors
involved in the decision to study dentistry, and to examine each factor to
determine which indicators are involved in making a decision to choose a
career in dentistry by dentistry students. The populatikon used in this research
consisted of seniors in Faculty of Dentistry in institutions of higher education
in the Central Region of Thailand, including Chulalongkorn University,
Mabhidol University, Thammasat University, and Srinakarin Wirot Prasanmit
University. The population consisted of 1,619 seniors from a total of four

institutions studying in the 2005 academic year. A total of 648 persons were
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the four universities by means of randomized multi-stage sampling. The main
research tool used in collecting data consisted of a questionnaire concerning the
decision to choose dentistry as a profession using a five-point rating scale with

a level of reliability of .90. The researcher collected data by sending the
questionnaires to the sample, of which 648 (equal to 100 percent) were returned.
The analysis of the data was conducted by factor analysis.

It was found from the research that there were six factors involved in
making a decision to choose the dentistry profession by dentistry students
from four institutions of higher education in the Central Region of Thailand,
as follows:

1. The factors included two sub-factors: Factors involving economic
status: the variables that affect this factor include the fact that the dentistry
profession offers a high income; it is a stable profession; it makes much
money, since one can get a job easily and there is a market for such skills.
Factors involving the social aspects of the profession: the variables that affect
this factor include social acceptance, i.e. that it is an honorable profession, it
is accepted and respected by society, and dentists are good role models for
society.

2. Factor regarding the characteristics of dentistry profession were as
follows: variables that affect this factor include the fact that dentistry
profession requires responsibility. It is a profession that requires prudence,
carefulness, ability and knowledge, in addition to which dentistry students

have to be skilled craftsmen.
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carefulness, ability and knowledge, in addition to which dentistry students
have to be skilled craftsmen.

3. With regard to factors involving virtue and morality, it was found
that the variables that affect these factors include the fact that the dentistry
profession is of great importance to the country, and being a dentist can be of
considerable benefit to society at large. Furthermore, it is a profession that
requires sacrifice, one that requires leadership skills, is guided by the principle
of logic, and requires patience.

4. With regard to the factor on human relations, the variables that affect
this factor include the fact that being dentists needs a sunny disposition. It is a
profession that requires one to work closely with the community and to have
good relations with other people. In addition, it is a profession in which there
is a chance to continually learn new thing,

5. As regards the skill and aptitude needed for dentistry, the Vaﬁables
that affect this factor include hobbies such as kneading clay or flour, drawing
picture, assembling models, pursuing crafts like sewing or weaving, playing
many types of musical instrument such as guitar, violin, a three-stringed
musical instrument (Jakay), the zitler, fiddle and flute.

6. Factor on expertise: variables that affect this factor include that the
dentistry profession is the one that needs expertise, it is the one that must
work closely with patients, it is the one that has influence to the development

of oral health of the people.





