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The aim of this research is to study lullabies in the south and in the
northeast of Thailand in regard the language patterns and expressions and the
reflection of society. It aims to compare the similarities and differences in
these lullabies. The main qualitative research data consisted of 150 southern
lullabies and 203 northeastern lullabies.

The research results indicated that the language patterns and
expressionsof the southern and northeastern lullabies were divided into two
patterns: thecommon and the special. The language used was dialect and
words borrowedfrom other languages. There were puns, repetition of words,
repetition of information, synonyms, and double-entendre. The rhetorical
devices included simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personification, symbol and
satire.

The values, beliefs and ways of life found in the southern and the
northeastern lullabies were mostly similar, i.e. values with regard to
governing, selecting a spouse, beliefs, work and recreation. The differences
were found in traditions, such as the tradition of pulling the Buddha image in
the south and the tradition of asking for rain in the northeast. The differences
in recreation were found in the Bok drama in the northeast and the
performance of the Nora dance in the south. The important traditions are local
symbols which stemmed from beliefs, education, recreation, plays and

~ occupation.





