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The objective of this thesis is to study the legal problems related to
civil settlements by district officials under Article 108 of the Local
Administration Act B.E. 2457. The issues studied include the following:

1. The law which gives judicial power to district officials to settle civil
disputes;

2. The amount of the financial dispute (not exceeding twenty thousand
baht) which comes under the jurisdiction of district officials to settle the case;

3. The enforcement of the decisions of district officials which are
regarded as final as an award of the arbitrators and where parties are not able
to bring the case again to the court.

The study reveals that the officials who have the power to settle disputes

must be competent district officials. This requirement is not consistent with
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the present political and economic environment. The individuals who perform
the civil dispute settlements should be efficient negotiators, knowledgeable in
the law, neutral and able to protect the interests of the parties to the case.
These individuals should come from different professions who specialize in
the subject areas which are relevant to the settlements.

Regarding the requirement that the amount in dispute does not exceed
twenty thousand Baht, it was found that disputes for these amounts were
mostly found in rural areas. These cases usually dealt with domestic relations,
land ownership and succession cases. The issues involved in these cases do
not require evidentiary proof and the property involved may be not in any way
related to trading. The provisions of the law which give district officials the
power to compromise financial disputes which do not exceed twenty thousand
baht prevent them from rendering aid to and solving the problems of the
society.

With respect to the enforcement of the decisions of district officials, it
was found that if the parties to the case agreed to the decisions of the district
officials, the decisions of the district officials were deemed to be final, as in
awards rendered by the arbitrators; no parties to the case could bring the case
to the court again. However, in real situations, when a case comes to the court,
it is regarded as a compromise under Article 850 of the Civil and Commercial
Code and it is not final as cases which are decided by the arbitrators.

Therefore, individuals with specialization in various subject areas
should be given the opportunity to render aid to district officials for the sake
of justice and transparency. In such circumstances, the disputants would have

more confidence in the system of dispute settlements by district officials.





