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This thesis has two objectives: to study the influence of the French Revolution (1789)
on two German authors—Georg Biichner and Peter Weiss, and to compare the ways both deal
with the situations surrounding the French Revoiution in their plays and their attitudes
toward the revolution. The plays studied in this thesis show the influence of the French
Revolution in the appearance of that historical event in the main story lines. These plays are
Dantons Tod by Georg Biichner and Der Verfolgung und Ermording Jean Paul Marats
dargestellt durch die Schauspielgruppe des Hospizes zu Charenton unter Anleitung des
Herrn de Sade by Peter Weiss.

The study revealed that both authors were influenced by the French Revolution,
especially the situations during the Reign of Terror. The authors took real situations and people
in history as materials of their plays. The influence of these historical subjects can be seen in
theme, plot, setting and characterization. The manners in which the playwrights created these
elements indicate an extent to which literary treatments of historical happenings can differ from
their documentary counterparts. -

It 1s found that although both authors employed real situations in writing their plays,
their purposes were different. Biichner closely followed historical records in reproducing
the situations surrounding the revolution, in order to reflect the terrible atmosphere of that
time generated alike by the oppressed people as well as the leaders who adopted a violence-
forcing policy to eliminate the opponent groups. Moreover, Biichner clearly displays the
causes and effects of these acts of violence, so that some lessons might be gamered by all in
the society.

On the other hand, Weiss aimed to show the principles and attitudes of the leaders
toward the revolution by using the play-within-the-play technique. This allowed the
playwright to focus on the real agenda and essence of the revolution—not only the French
Revolution but also any social revolution. Weiss attempted to explore the experiences from
the French Revolution and took these as instrument of social criticism.

Regarding therr attitudes toward the French Revolution, the two authors have similar
views. Both Biichner and Weiss are against any “revolution” carried out by means of violence.
Also, their attitudes similarly reflect that history can have influence on the creation of literature
and that on the other hand, literary works might embody their authors’ commitment to the

society.



