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The imposition of intermediate punishment on criminal offenders
means treatment other than imprisonment and non-institutionalized
incarceration imposed on criminal offenders. This can include the
performance of social services or public services. The imposition of
intermediate punishment has become more important in Thailand in order to
reduce the number of offenders incarcerated in prisons. The basic concept is
to sort out offenders who committed mala in se crimes from those who
committed mala prohibita crimes or other crimes with only minimal
imprisonment terms, such as crimes committed negligently. The imposition of
intermediate punishment is employed with the view that imprisonment is not
the only solution to social problems and imprisonment cannot cure those who

committed mala prohibita crimes. Instead, imprisonment would lead to
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undesirable effects on the offenders since they would be in contact with other
types of offenders, especially those who have committed serious crimes or
mala in se crimes.

In order to study the possibility of effectively imposing intermediate
punishment on offenders in Thailand, it is necessary to make a comparative
study of the imposition of intermediate punishment in other countries with
the concept of punishment and the non-institutionalized treatment and the
avoidance of imprisonment of offenders in Thailand.

The results of the study reveal that intermediate punishment should be
imposed on offenders in Thailand in the following cases:

1. Strict probation should be imposed on first time offenders who have
committed non serious mala in se crimes which carry an imprisonment term
of three years or more. This measure is used to allow the offenders the
opportunity to remain in society without being imprisoned.

2. The imposition of daily fines and the requirement of electronic
surveillance or confinement in the offender’s residence should be imposed on
offenders who have committed a second offense within a certain period of
time after having committed the first crime. These measures are used to
reduce the number of prisoners and to reduce the risk of offenders learning
undesirable skills in prison which could result in the future commission of

crimes.
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In addition to the measures that have been mentioned above, there are
some other intermediate punishments which can be used in conjunction with
existing punishments, such as the performance of public service, the forfeiture.

of property or the payment of damages to the injured party.





