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The purposes of this survey research were threefold: (1) to study family
communication patterns, (2) to explore the self-esteem, and (3) to find the
relationship between family communication patterns and self-esteem of the
lower secondary students of Ramkhamhaeng University Demonstration
School. Family communication patterns are divided into four patterns. They
are: Pattern I: high positive and high negative feelings; Pattern II: high
positive and low negative feelings; Pattern III: low positive and high negative

feelings; and Pattern IV: low positive and low negative feelings.
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The sample group of this study consisted of 306 students studying at
the lower secondary level of Ramkhamhaeng University Demonstration
School in the 2006 academic year. The instrument used in this study was a
questionnaire. The data obtained were computed to find the relationship
between family communication patterns and self-esteem.

The results of the study showed as follows:

1. Most students fit into family communication pattern 1.

2. Most students have normal self-esteem.

3. There were significant differences among students, i.e. those who
had different family communication patterns showed different degrees of self-
esteem (p = .001). Details are as follows.

3.1 Students who had family communication pattern II had more
self-esteem than those who had family communication pattern I, pattern III
and pattern [V.

3.2 Students who had family communication pattern I had more
self-esteem than those who had family communication pattern 111, but there
was not a significant difference in self-esteem for those who had family
communication pattern I'V.

3.3 Students who had family communication pattern IV had more
self-esteem than those who had family communication pattern I1I.

4. There was a significant relationship between family communication

patterns and self-esteem of students (p = .05).





