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This research is aimed to analyze concepts underlying similes and comparisons
in the literary translation of Chinese historical novels during the Ratanakosin period from
the time of King Rama | to that of King Rama VI. Three main concepts derived from the
comparisons are presented as follows:

1. The concept concerning the Chinese kings or governors and noblemen
reveals that positive and negative qualities and conducts of the kings and noblemen are
influential in changes of dynasties, in the prosperity or the decline of the kingdom as well
as in the well-being of the people.

2. The concept concerning warfare reveals that prior to launching into a war, one
must not be careless and must plan ahead carefully as well as consider the advantages
over and disadvantages against the enemy in order to act appropriately in times of war.
The concept concerning considerations in the battlefield projects strategies that will
enable the army to take advantage of the war and subsequently gain victory over the
foes. The concept concerning the outcome of wars shows that there are winners and
losers in war, andﬁthat both sides suffer the damage of war.

3. The concept concerning issues in general is projected as follows: the concept
concerning life span shows that human life does not last long and that humans get nearer
to death in old age. The concept concerning human life shows that human life is affected

by karma. The concept concerning power, wealth, and fame shows that these things are
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transient, and that wealth and fame will come at their opportune time. The concept
concerning human beings shows that wisdom and intellect will usher man through times
of difficulties. The concept concerning the human mind shows that that the human mind
is unfathomablye. The concept concerning speech shows that a good leader must keep
his word, that eloquent and pleasing speech can be proved harmful because they can be
untrue whereas unpleasant speech can be true and beneficial, and that praises and
gossips are both transient.

The concept concerning human relations shows that fathers and mothers love
their children, and that children must be grateful to their parents and follow in their
ancestors’ footsteps of fine conducts.

The concept concerning sibling relationship shows that love and harmony
among siblings are important, and that sibling relations are more important than that
between husband and wife. It is also indicated that siblings of the same parents can vary
in attitudes and intelligence.

The concept concerning friendship shows that friendship affects one's life in that
if one makes friends with bad people, they will be the cause of notoriety and shame. On
the other hand, if one makes friends with good people, they will bring along good
conducts and, from others, praises.

The concept concerning the relationship between the leaders or the
commanders and the followers shows that a powerful leader commands the trust as well
as the respect of followers whereas an unethical leader brings troubles to the followers,
that an able leader without followers lacks necessary support to empower his political
strength, and that good followers are obedient and loyal to their leaders whereas bad
followers are selfish and disloyal to their leaders and will desert their leaders in times of
crisis.

The concept concerning the ways 61‘ life shows that good and bad conducts will
subsequently affect one's life. Therefore, a skilled and clever person should not be
engaged in an illegal profession. It is also found that in order to live a happy life, one

must be aware of one’s own strength, intellect, and ability, that a helping hand in times of
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needs and difficulties is most valuable, and that gratitude must be returned to those who
have helped and made one’s life peaceful.

The concept concerning men and women shows that a man needs a wife to take
care of household chores, that a family life is led by a man and followed by a woman, that
‘women must remain honorable and chaste, and married women must be faithful to their
husbands, that having an unsuitable husband is a waste for any woman, that in youth,
beautiful women attract the attention of men, and that old men are attracted to young
girls.

The concept concerning professions shows that the way to earn a living of some
women is unacceptable because their profession deprives them of chastity.

The concept conceming human behaviors shows that some people can alter
their behaviors but others cannot, and that some people consider others’ mistakes as a
big issue and look at their own mistakes as a small issue.

As for the similes, several things are used in the comparisons: supernatural
forces, nature, man or parts of the body or human actions, plants or parts of plants,
animals or parts of their body, objects, diseases, and places. The comparisons are either
faithfully translated from the Chinese originals or adjusted by the translators to render
them more suitable to the Thai contexts in terms of nature, culture, and ways of life. The
choice of the compared objects depends on the shared meanings between the objects of

comparison and the compared objects.





