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This thesis is an interdisciplinary study of King Naresuan the Great with a
folkloristic overview. It is based on the material from bibliographical exploration and field
research in the city of Phitsanulok. The purpose is to understand and highlight the
special character and greatness of King Naresuan in three dimensions: dimension of the
individual, dimension of the culture and society, and dimension of mythology and
transcendence.

“King Naresuan is exemplary among the great kings who made history for the
ways he fought and secured Ayudhya’s independence and asserted its sovereignty in a
wider world. His shrewdness and charisma are well-known and have been considered
divine and even identified with the Supreme God. Thus, as an individual he belongs to
the mythological realm of Mahadeva and Vishnu, who some 453 years ago descended to
save the Kingdom of Siam from the Burmese. His life is now a mixture of historical facts
and mystery. Miracles grow around him and he becomes the exemplar of sacrifice and
heroism. He shows us how to deal with death and make holy the sacrifice while at the
same time being in control of his own fate in order to transcend the temporal and bring

his subjects to uphold their conduct.

King Naresuan's ever-expanding fame shows that he has been the dynamic
power behind the nation, inducing structural progress in various fields of activities.
People still feel protected and believe they are living under his divine guidance even up

{o this day.





