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This study has three purposes: (1) to study the establishment of the Asia
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) and its operations from 1989-2003;
(2) to investigate the roles that Thailand plays in APEC forums.

The study is based on a qualitative approach, using documents and
descriptive analysis.

The findings are:

1. APEC was founded in 1989 as a forum of economic integration on
the basis of open regionalism and open multilateral trading system to enhance
economic liberalization and economic-technology cooperation among various
countries in Asia and the Pacific Rim. It provides a consultative forum for the
member countries. Its organizational structure consists of annual economic
meetings, the APEC Business Advisory Council, APEC Secretariat, standing
committees, and working groups. Its budgets are derived from donations of
the member countries according to their GDPs; and conflict resolutions are
launched on the basis of consensus.

2. Thailand has played active roles in APEC forum on many occasions.
For instance, Thailand hosted economic leaders’ meeting in 1992 and
ministerial meeting in 2003. As an active member, Thailand gains tremendous
benefits that enhance her economic future, such as economic growth, economic-
technology cooperation, regional problem solving, human resources development,

employment, trade negotiation empowerment.





