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This thesis is to study factors affecting the decision on foreign policy
toward Myanmar as well as Thai-Myanmar relationship during the first Thaksin
Shinawatra government (2001-2004) and trend of the relationship between the
two countries. This research is conducted through a documentary study,
interview and qualitative analysis

This study finds that the foreign policy of Thailand towards Myanmar
during the first Thaksin government is peculiar since his outstanding personality
and high self-confidence have influenced the decision on the foreign policy of
Thailand toward Myanmar. That is, the foreign policy of the Thaksin government

has put its emphasis on economic front, which is different from that of the
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previous government of Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai, which paid a great
attention to the principles, with systematic follow-up and evaluation of the
progress on this policy and attempt to push Myanmar toward democracy. This
indicated the progressive relationship between Thailand and Myanmar even
though the relationship between both countries was not on a normal course.
The trip to Myanmar of Premier Thaksin Shinawatra has been a major turn of
the relationship between both countries with a positive sign while General
Than Shwe made his first trip to Thailand during the past ten years. It shows a
close tie between both countries through a special personal relationship
between the leaders of the two countries.

An important role and action in the international forum of Prime Minister
Thaksin is to become a leader and, for Thailand, the economic center in
Southeast Asia through joint economic corperation under the (Ayeyawady-
Chao Pharaya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy-ACMECS) with
neighboring countries (Combodia, Laos, Vietnam and Myanmar).

An external factor which affects the formation of foreign policies of
Thailand towards Myanmar during Thaksin government is the pressure of major
world countries led by the United States. They put rules on the New World
Order which requires each country to open up and liberalize politics, economy,
society and trade focusing on democracy, human rights and environment.
Therefore, there is an attempt to push Myanmar towards democracy through
the pressure excercised by the neighboring countries in Asean.

The trend of foreign policies of Thailand towards Myanmar in the
second term of Thaksin government, 2005-2008 (B.E. 2548-2551) would
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make no significant change from the existing practices. That is, the government
will put a focus on the promotion of domestic consumption and reliance on
foreign markets. Internal problems caused by the unrest in the southern
provinces, oil crisis, and anti-corruption measures, tend to affect the image of
the government, so it is unable to assume a leading role in the international
forum. With respect to Thai-Myanmar relationship, the government has its
position on special care and attention to Myanmar to significantly enhance the
good relationship in the long run.

Nonetheless, the foreign policy which focuses on significant economic
interest needs to be clearly and transparently undertaken and the focus should
be well balanced to mitigate any possible problem and to enhance sovereignty

and powerful position of the country in the region.





