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The objectives of this research are, firstly, to study major discourse strategies used by both
People's Alliance for Democracy (PAD.) and People's Power Party (PPP.) government to attack each
other and, secondly, to examine the influence of these strategies upon meaning they intended to
communicate to the public. Argument and discursive styles delivered on the PAD.’s stages and "“Truth
Today” television programme, representing the PPP. were selected for study. Textual analysis, and
interview were used as research methodology.

The results of this research show that 35 major discourse strategies were used by the PAD. while
31 important discourse strategies were used by the PPP. to communicate with the public. Meanings,
both denotative and connotative, were embedded in the content of both sides’ reasoning . Discourse
strategies were related to the issues that they would like to distribute to their audience.

Discourses were used as instrument to distribute meaning and to construct reality for their
audience. Those discourses revealed each side's political ideology through their use of Toulmin's
argument, constitutional laws and principles, demonstration of loyalty and respect for the monarchy,
argumentum ad hominem (attack on personal issues), satire and irony, metaphor and analogy and even
denunciation, to name a few. The discourses were also influenced by media which they used as
channels to distribute therr messages. Private versus government media ownership and media’s code of
conduct also had some effect on discourse strategies used by media practitioners.

The realities that both the PAD. and PPP. attempted to construct were related to knowledge and
power, namely, the Foucaultian was applied here. Those who were in the power i.e. the government,
issued their mainstream discourse to shape the belief of their audience, to construct the version of their
“reality”, realizing that the audience’s belief or "knowledge” would empower the government itself. And
alternately, the government itself, being empowered, had the upper hand to judge what was “true” for
their audience. Hence, those who were in power determined what was “true”, the so-called “knowledge™

for the public. The same applied to the PAD., who through their counter discourse, strived to create their

version of reality in order to bring about audience acceptance, hence leading to their gain of power.
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