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The objective of this research is to study the shortcomings and limitations
of the laws related to the preservation and protection of the environment of the
historical sites in Thailand. The law enforcement agencies have specific duties
under the law in this area. The study includes an analysis of the different measures
currently taken to preserve and conserve the environment of the historical sites
and the success of these measures according to the principles of modern cultural
conservation.

The results of the study reveal that the key factors which damage and/or
destroy most of the historical sites located in different areas of Thailand were the
result of current legal measures which are not consistent with the current situation.

Article 7 of the Historical Sites Archaeological Objects, Art Objects and National
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Museum Act B.E. 2504, amended in B.E. 2535 provides that the Department of
Fine Arts is responsible for the preservation and conservation of historical sites,
archaeological sites and art objects. It is the duty of the Department of Fine Arts
to enforce this law, especially the registration of national cultural heritage sites.
Since registration of all relevant cultural/historical sites in Thailand is not possible,
there is a lack of comprehensive data related to historical archaeological sites in
various project areas, including unexcavated sites. Thus, it is difficult to set up
measures to prevent, remedy and reduce the problems in this area.

Article 46 of the National Promotion and Conservation of the Environment
Quality Act B.E. 2535, in conjunction with the Notice of the Ministry of Science,
Technology and Environment, is also very important. This Act prescribes the
size of a dam project which requires an environmental report. This Act is not
clearly written. In addition, the Environmental Protection Commission, set up
under Article 12, is not well organized, and, therefore, cannot perform its
duties freely and neutrally. The reports on the analysis of the effects on the
environment, which pass through this Commission, may not be efficient enough.

Therefore, the author has recommended the laws should be revised and
amended to make them more appropriate and consistent with the principles of
decentralization and to allow the people of various communities and agencies to
express their views through public hearings. Through these revisions and amendments
it is hoped that the historical sites, archaeological objects and sites in different areas

of Thailand will not be damaged and/or destroyed.





