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This research aims to study the function of Lao folktale of three different Laotian
ethnic groups. By studying the recorded folktales, the result reveals that folktales serve
five major roles. First, it serves as an explanation of the origin of the ethnic groups and
their local history. Second, the education of rules and laws of the society. Third, a
channel for people to express grievances from social conflicts. Fourth, the conservation
of culture and customs. Lastly, the construction and the projection of ethnic identity.
Such roles affect people's way of life in the social and cultural context greatly in the past.
The most prominent function of the Laotian folktales however, is a channel for people to
express their grieves from the rules and laws of society, which in turn unveil conflicts and
class struggle. Secondary to that is the role of constructing ethnic identity which
consists of the original identity in social context, and the construction of ethnic identity as
a result of the Socialist Government's policy since 1975. The most important function of
Katou' folktales is the teaching of the society rules which greatly rely one nature for its
survival while the most notable function of Mhong' folkiales is to pass on beliefs, customs
and cultures to the next generation. Comparing the differences and similarities of the
function of folktales of three different ethnic groups uncovers a host of surprising similar
attributes; for instance, their explanation and beliefs of the world genesis, the God of
creation, and the belief in ghost and soul, all of which reflects their vision and respect to

the supernatural power and greatly tied to their customs and cultures. In addition, the

Laotian folktales conveys the conflicts and class struggles between the government and
its citizen through a specific, tragic and influencing theme such as The Tales of Orphan
Heroes, which are mainly founded within Laotian ethnic groups. Such conflicts and class
struggles were reinterpreted and retold to be more fitting and better serve Government's

policy. However, such phenomenon were not found in Katou and Mhong' folktales.





