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The objectives of this research were: 1. Community Context Analysis of Thai
farmers on their daily-lives, occupations, productions, consumptions, distributions,
incomes, dependent marketing, economization, investments, re-productions, debts,
receiving and applying wisdom/technology, gathering in groups, faith/trust in their leader
2. Group Behavioral Analysis of Thai farmers and the role of the group's leader which
considerably lead and incline the members in adapting their behaviors according to the
way of sufficiency economy as to be self independent, to create their own protections, to
select a non-risky occupation, to apply their own knowledge and local wisdom in
production, including encouraging close relationship and network with other sectors
outside the communities, and 3. Group Adaptation Behavioral Synthesis of Thai farmers
into equilibrium according to the idea of sufficiency economy

The sample in this research comprised 133 people obtained by purposive
sampling from main data providers and farmers in Nakhon Sawan and Uthai Thani
provinces. Data collecting was done by way of indepth-interview, semi-structured
interview, group discussion, and non-participant observation. Data analysis was done
through using percentage and content analysis technique.

The results of this research found that the existence and occupation conducts

of the farmers in the communities of Banrai, Bannongtou, Talukdu, and Banchonprathan
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revealed unique features, that is, the production marketing type for Banrai and Talukdu
farmers, the production-self survival type for Bannongtou farmers, and the production-
self sufficient typé for Banchonprathan farmers. Adaptation of their behavior to comply
with sufficiency economy practice took place through the persuasion of official leaders to
be self-dependent, reduce marketing dependency by working in groups producing
organic fertilizers to decrease production cost, out down unnecessary expense, prevent
family health problems as well as taking care of community ecological system. As far the
urban areas in Nakhonsawan (Banrai) and: Uthaithani (Talukdu) the farmers showed less
capability in self-adjustment because their grouping was loosely done for just
exchanging fbr knowledge, skills, experience, problems in growing rice instead of
grouping for selling rice. This leads to the lack of bargaining power, and therefore, the
prices will be determined by the middieman or the rice mills who claim marketing
mechanism as their reference.

Whilst most of the farmers in rural communities of_ Nakhon Sawan and
Uthaithani had behavioral adaptive capacity by learing from elderly people, their own
experiences and the effective communities as appeared by decreasing the use of
machines, chemical substances, and chemical medicines. Moreover, they had income
from doing additional occupations such as growing beans, sesames, corns, and sugar
canes. There was also transmutation of the produce such as non-toxin rice to distribute
both inside and outside the communities which led to increasing their incomes all over
the year. By having good leadership and strong groups of farmers gathering together,
they could make moderate economization with fewer debts and with almost no trouble on
the shift of the prices of agricultural produces since the farmers were not in a hurry to sell
their rice, just waiting till the prices came to the peak, then the time to sell it out. In
addition, they couldﬁ live with happiness by doing many activities within their groups in
the communities, creating ciose relationship among the leaders and the members.
Some decreased or stopped using chemical substances which made their health get
better both physically and mentaily. They could solve the problems of their debts by
producing their produce without%ny risk and carelessness; hence, decrease any

disaster to the environment as well.





